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General Orders 
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F A L L  C OU N C I L  

HOMECOMING 

Fall Council is October 3-5, 
2025 at the SD Military Heritage 
Alliance Center in Sioux Falls. 
Please plan to attend and bring 
your computer for training. 

P OW  /  M I A  D A Y  

POW / MIA DAY 

The United States’ National 
POW/MIA Recognition Day is 
observed across the nation on 
the 3rd Friday of September 
each year. September 19th, 
please take the time to 
remember those who were 
POWs and those MIA, as well 
as their families.  

P A T R I O T  D A Y  

PATRIOT DAY 

September 11th is National 
Patriot Day, and the US Flag is 
to be flown at half-staff from 
sunrise until sunset to 
remember the victims of the 
World Trade Center, the 
Pentagon, and Pennsylvania.  

BIG TEN CONFERENCE  
The Big Ten Conference will be held in 
Bettendorf, IA October 17-19, 2025. If you 
would like to attend, registration forms can be 
found at the end of these General Orders. 
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VOD / PP / Teachers Award 
All entries for Voice of Democracy, Patriot’s Pen, and 
Teachers Awards should be submitted to the Post level 
no later than October 31, 2025. All questions should be 
directed to Chairmen, Dale & Margaret Greenfield, 
dale.greenfield@yahoo.com or 605-350-2319. VOD/PP 
must use the Scholar’s App for entries. 

www.vfwsd.org  

DEPARTMENT AND NATIONAL DUES 
MEMBERSHIP DUES 

The total sent to the Department is $10.00 and National is 
$21.50. This means, any amount charged at the Post level 
above $31.50, is considered the Post Dues.  

All Post, District, and Department Officers who have not 
paid their VFW membership dues for the Command Year 
are expected to pay their dues immediately, thereby setting 
a good example for other members.  

www.vfwsd.org  

If you wish to publish 
something in the 
General Orders, please 
have it to Anna by the 
25th of every month. 
Please send in a 
Microsoft Word 
document format to 
anna@vfwdeptsd.com.  

ONLINE REPORTING SYSTEM 
DEPARTMENT DASHBOARD 

For reporting online with the Department Dashboard system and you are having a hard time, please call 
Anna at the Department office 605-332-7441 or email anna@vfwdeptsd.com or Lonny Potts at 605-769-
0385 or xlobo54@yahoo.com  

The Department no longer accepts the old Community Service and Hospital & Safety Reports. Everything 
is on the Department website and should be utilized. All paper forms turned in at the State office will not 
be used for All-State or All-American entries. 

www.vfwsd.org  

Together, we can do great things! 
 

mailto:danklimisch@hotmail.com
mailto:anna@vfwdeptsd.com
mailto:anna@vfwdeptsd.com
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District Fall Meetings – District Commanders, please schedule visits for Post Inspections at this time. 

Dist 1, September 21, 2025, at 1 pm Brandon – Commander Christensen 
Dist 4, October 12, 2025, at 2 pm, Watertown – SVC Vanden Hoek 
Dist 6, Septeber 28, 2025, at 1 pm, Redfield – Commander Christensen 
Dist 7, October 12, 2025, at 2 pm, Chamberlain – JVC Greenfield 
Dist 10, September 7, 2025, at 1 pm, VFW Memorial Park – Commander Christensen 

 

 

All Posts are encouraged to publish a Post publication of some type to be entered into the contest at 
the end of the Command Year. There are 2 different categories that are judged, Category 1, 
Publications of 5 or more during the Command Year and Category 2, 4 or less Publications during the 
Command Year. The POC for this is Allan Ochsner, State Inspector.  

 

 

DESECRATION OF THE UNITED STATES FLAG – Any member who has knowledge of any acts of 
desecration to the flag of the United States of America is asked to report the same to the State 
Commander or Department Headquarters.  

 

 

****Have you appointed your Veterans Day Chairperson yet? Try contacting your local Chamber of 
Commerce or another Organization to coordinate programs in observance of this important day!**** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICIAL:  BY ORDER OF: 
   

Anna Arnold  Martin Christensen 
Quartermaster / Adjutant  Commander 
Department of South Dakota 
VFW  

Department of South Dakota 
VFW 
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General Orders – September 2025 
Doc Marty Christensen, Commander SD Dept VFW 
 

1. Membership – each Post required to do a recruiting event each quarter and submit an After-Action 
Report on the state community service dashboard under additional reporting Membership goal is 
101% for All-State and All-American.  Dale Greenfield oversees membership this year. 

2. Voice of Democracy and Patriot’s Pen – All posts should have flyers specific to their posts with a QR 
code.  Deadline for entry is Oct 31.  We need to start talking to schools and students about these 
scholarship opportunities.  If you have any questions, Dale and Margaret Greenfield are the Dept 
chairpersons for this program. 

3. I attended the National VFW Convention in Columbus, Ohio August 9-14.  All SD members in 
attendance participated in their required meetings.  Carol Whitmore from Iowa is the new National 
Commander.  Corey Geisler from Wisconsin is the new Sr Vice Commander.  Baseball caps have been 
approved in place of garrison hats and will be available from the VFW Store in November. 

4. I will attend CIC Whitmore’s homecoming in Des Moines, IA 24-26 September 2025. 
5. The State Fair began August 28, which was Veterans Day at the Fair.  The Chet Sorenson award was 

presented to Douglas Starr.  
6. Fall District meetings: 

a. District 1 
i. 9/21/2025 in Brandon at 1pm 

b. District 4 
i. 10/12/2-25 in Watertown at 2pm 

c. District 6 
i. 9/28/2025 in Redfield at 1pm 

d. District 7 
i. 10/12/2025 in Chamberlain at 2pm 

e. District 10 
i. 9/7/2025 at Sturgis Memorial Park – Picnic at 1pm (bring a dish), Meeting at 2pm 

I will attend and inspect Districts 1, 6 and 10 meetings.  Rick VandenHoek will attend and inspect 
District 4 and Dale Greenfield will attend and inspect District 7. 

7. Fall conference is at the Alliance Center in Sioux Falls Oct 3-5.  Registration and room reservations can 
be found on the sdvfw.org website.  Please bring your cell phones and laptops to the Fall Conference 
for the skills lab. 
 
V/R 
Martin Christensen, Commander 
SD Dept VFW 
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General Orders 

Senior Vice Commander 
 

What a crazy month.  It has been busy on the VFW front.  I cannot believe that August is over, and we are 
closing in on Fall. 
 
First, the National Convention was very historic this year.  What a great experience to see progress and how 
the parliamentary process works.  The biggest take away was, the sitting Jr Vice Commander in Chief was 
challenged on the floor and lost the election.  This was a monumental vote that shows that if you are not 
doing the job or surrounding yourself with a good team, you can be replaced.  We also voted in the first 
female Commander in Chief.  Another big item is that the VFW Riders is now a recognized entity like the 
Auxiliary and the Cooties.   
 
Since we have a new Sr. Vice Commander in Chief, or Sr Vice class is probably going in a different direction.  
We have had a Zoom meeting with him, and I think he will do a great job.  He is not as worried about pushing 
membership as he is pushing community service.  His thoughts are that if we are out in the community and 
being seen, membership will come along with it.  Another item that he wants to focus on is the Action Corp.  
We need to make sure our members are part of this and that they are responding to the Action Alerts to send 
our congressional delegation emails when critical votes that the VFW supports are going to happen.  Social 
media is also being pushed.  Every Department, District and Post should be using this to get their story out to 
the public.  This is what our younger generation follows, and we need to get their attention. 
 
With fall coming, that also means that we will be having District Meetings and our Fall Conference.  There will 
be some good training and comradery.  It is important that we send our post leaders to these events to learn 
what needs to be done. 
 
Rick Vanden Hoek 
Senior Vice Commander  
 

 

General Orders September 2025 

Junior Vice Commander 

 

I don’t want to sound like a broken record, but membership is very important. We need to be continuously 
working on recruiting new members and retaining continuous members.  The goal is the same for post, district 
and department at 101%. 

Schools have already started their 2025-2026 school year. Make sure that you get the flyers out for Patriot Pen 
and Voice of Democracy.  The deadline for submission on Scholars Application is 31 October 2025.  The 
program is accepting essays now.   

If the post hasn’t submitted your program chairmanship appointments yet, they need to do so.  We are in the 
process of making sure the post/district chairs are correct in scholars’ application 
https://scholarsapp.com/login .   There is going to be a training on the program during Fall Council. 
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Patriot Pen / Voice of Democracy dates: 

31 October  All essays submitted on scholars’ application to post. 

21 November  Post judging done and forwarded (promoted) to district 

5 December  District judging done and forwarded (promoted) to department (state) 

15 December  Department (state) judging completed, and names forwarded 

Teacher of the year nomination goes from the post to the department (State).  The applications are due on 31 
October 2025.  Email is the preferred way to submit to department.  Those are submitted to my email or can 
be mailed to: Dale Greenfield 20539 401st Ave, Huron, SD 57350. 

If you have any questions or concerns, contact me.  My cell phone number is 605-350-2319 or email 
dale.greenfield@yahoo.com 

 

Dale Greenfield 

Junior Vice Commander 

PP / VOD Department of SD Chair 

 

 

Welcome to Month number three of the VFW year Comrades, 

This past month I attended National Convention in Ohio.  It was a great experience that I learned a lot from.  One of the 
biggest take away for me was that once again this organization is led by its membership.  We as individual members 
absolutely have the power to change things if we do not like them.  All we have to do is show up and vote.  With this we 
must remember that it is important to go to our District, and Department meetings to show people in charge that we as 
members will not stand for things we do not believe in.  With that being said I can’t wait to see everyone in Sioux Falls 
for our Fall Meeting. 

Once again I ask you all to please email or send post for Facebook for me to share on our Department Page.  I realize I 
can just directly share but unfortunately I don’t always see your great posts do to algorithms and just the amount of 
time it would take to go to all the different pages. 

Once again thank you for all that you guys do to make this organization great!! 

 

Kat Pyka 
Department Judge Advocate 
adj@vfw1273.org 
(719)661-9738 
 

 

mailto:adj@vfw1273.org
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General Orders, September 2025 

Recruitment efforts have been a priority across District 7 with multiple events attended by members of 
the Posts and Auxiliaries.  I am anticipating some good starting numbers from National along with our 
early goals from our Membership Recruiting Plans being met.  Please continue your recruitment efforts by 
always having positive community service events and look towards possible social media platforms for 
future recruitment efforts.  

The District has been doing very well with reporting to the Dashboard this year.  Every Post had already 
been doing the community service.  Now, we are seeing more of the results making it to the Dashboard.  
We will be doing a skills lab at Fall Council in Sioux Falls.  Please bring your laptops and/or phones to 
work on Community Service reporting.   

Please continue to post all recruitment events under Additional Reporting on the Dashboard.  This is 
taking the place of a quarterly recruitment AAR requirement. 

I will continue completing the Post Inspections as I am able to sit in on the regular scheduled meetings 
and visit with the Posts.   

Thank you for all that you do.  Your efforts do not go unnoticed. 

 

V/R 

Brent Jones 

Commander 

District 7, Dept. SD VFW 

 

 

Our Dashboard. 
  
    Change is often misunderstood and hard to accept. 
It is now the third year that we have been operating on the dashboard.  
This was a major change for many of us. Most have adapted and although it seemed that the 
learning curve was slow, the dashboard is working quite well.  
It not only shows us what has been completed, it also shows us what is deficient, as well as 
where mentoring is needed. 
 
     With that in mind, Department Commander Dr. Martin Christensen has set up a skills lab 
during Fall Council in Sioux Falls on Friday Oct. 3rd from 9 am to 3 pm. There will be computers 
available to give your hands on practice and assistance in regard to navigating the dashboard. 
Your membership number and last name are all that is required to get you logged in. 
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     Please bring your questions and concerns. If you have community service activities for your 
Post, we will be able to help you with those entries. It is not planned to be a classroom 
presentation, but rather one-on-one assistance. 
 
Aide-de-Camp 
Lonny Potts 
 

 



Veterans Park
1021 W Bailey St

Sioux Falls SD

Please bring a lawn chair for your comfort.

In the event of rain, ceremony will take place at The Armory

1700 W Russell St.  

Please join us for a time of remembrance and reflection, as we

honor the men and women who have given so much in the

name of freedom. 

Gold Star Family Day  
Sunday, September 28, 2025 at 1:30 pm. CST

A Legacy of Sacrifice, A promise to Remember















 

 
 

  

 

WOMEN  
VETERAN 

CONFERENCE 
Join us in Reconnecting with other sisters of the military. 

20 September 2025 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

 

Enjoy connections through meeting veteran organizations in the community, 
opportunities of learning available services, listening to the stories cherished and 

valued, and meeting new and old friends over lunch. 

 

RECONNECT!  
The DAV and Women of the Armed Forces  

Invite you to join us at the:  

Website: www.WOTAFSF.org      Facebook Page: Women of the Armed Forces 

http://www.wotafsf.org/


Department of South Dakota Veterans of Foreign Wars & Auxiliary 

Fall Council 
SD Military Heritage Alliance Center in Sioux Falls 

1600 W Russell St, Sioux Falls, SD 57104 
������������ October 3–5, 2025

Registration Fee: $105 (Includes Friday & Saturday breaks, Saturday lunch, banquet, and band) 
After September 3, 2025, registration price will be $130 

Banquet Only Ticket: $40

Sheraton Sioux Falls & Convention Center 
Room Rate: $110/night 

Reserve your room online: 
�� Click here to book or go to https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-

link.mi?id=1751320909249&key=GRP&app=resvlink 

Or Call 605-331-0100 

Name: _________________________________________ Title: ______________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
City: ____________________ State: _____ ZIP: __________ 

Phone: _____________________ Email: _________________________________________________ 

VFW or Auxiliary: ☐ VFW ☐ Auxiliary Post Number: __________________

����� Payment Options 

Make checks payable to:  
Department of South Dakota VFW 
1600 W Russell St, Ste 135 
Sioux Falls, SD 57104

�� Return this form and payment by mail or email by September 20, 2025 to confirm your 
registration. 

Questions? Contact us at ������� anna@vfwdeptsd.com or ����� (605) 332-7441 

Use QR Code or Pay online: 

https://www.zeffy.com/
ticketing/department-of-
south-dakota-vfw-and-
auxiliary-fall-council

https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1751320909249&key=GRP&app=resvlink
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1751320909249&key=GRP&app=resvlink
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1751320909249&key=GRP&app=resvlink
https://www.zeffy.com/ticketing/department-of-south-dakota-vfw-and-auxiliary-fall-council


   
FALL COUNCIL HOMECOMING 

 
 

Alliance Center 
1600 West Russell, Sioux Falls SD 57104 605-271-1582 

October 3-5, 2025 
“Strength Through Unity” 

 
Friday October 3  Early registration  
1:00-5:00 pm                                                Skills Lab- Lonny Potts, Shooting skills-Alliance staff 
5:00-7:00 pm VFW Committee Meetings (Audit, Budget, Membership & 

Publications Committees) Assigned Meeting Room 
7:00-10:00 pm    Hospitality Social  
 
Saturday October 4  Registration  
8:00-8:15 am    Opening Remarks – Main Room 
8:20-9:00 am Leadership Updates – CMDR Christensen, NCM McKean, 

NLM Williamson  
9:00-9:50 am Quartermaster Training- Trustee, District CDR-QM Arnold, 

Inspector Ochsner 
9:50-10:00 am    Break (snack included in Hallway) 
10:00-10:30 am Baseball Update from Director Jason Brown 
10:30 am-11:30 am VOD/PP Training – Dale & Margaret Greenfield (Auxiliary will 

be sitting in) 
11:30-1:00 pm Past Commanders/Current & Past District Commanders (In 

Board room) 
11:30-1:00 pm Lunch for all registered members (upstairs, must have name 

badges) 
1:00-2:00 pm Membership & Recruiting Events Training-JVC -Greenfield & 

SRC-VandenHoek & CDR Christensen 
2:00-3:00 pm    VSO Training-Dave Huntimer              
3:00-3:15 pm    Break 
3:15-3:45 pm               District Commanders, Judge Advocate, Surgeon 
3:45-4:00 pm     Closing Remarks-Vendors, Candidates, and CMDR 
5:00-5:30 pm    Social Hour (cash bar) 
5:30-7:30 pm Banquet – (Sports Jerseys) Hospitality Room immediately 

following Banquet  
7:30-10:30 Nolan Clark Band (All Veterans Service Organizations 

invited) 
 
Sunday October 5 
 9:00-11:00 am    VFW Council of Administration 
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